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Dear Sin 

PETITION 

Petition under 37 CFR 1.129 traversing the restriction requirement as set forth in 
the Final Rejection of 03/1 6/2004. 

Petition under 37 CFR 1.113 traversing the holding of prior election. 

Petition under 37 CFR 1.181 traversing the Final Rejection of 03/16/2004 as 
premature. 

The PTO Action of 03/16/2004 sets forth; The [newly submitted] and [elected] 
inventions are related as combination and sub-combination. Inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not 
require the particulars of the sub-combination as claimed''. 

While no claims are identified, it is assumed that claim 1 is the sub-combination 
claim and claims 18-24 are the combination claims. 

Claims 18-24 all depend from claim 1, and therefore, require all of the particulars 
of claim 1 as claimed. The holding of combination and sub-combination claims is 
traversed as Ibeing improper. ft O0000 oi3 W° 53630 
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It is respectfully urged that the invention as claimed in claims 1 and 18-24 has 
not been previously presented, and therefore, there is no prior election. It is urged that 
claims 1 and dependent claims 18-24 are directed to the same invention as an 
independent claim and dependent claims further limiting the invention as claimed in 
claim 1. It is believed all claims are directed to the same invention. 

It is believed that claims 18-24 should not have been withdrawn from 
consideration, but should have been grouped with claim 1, and as such received an 
action on the merits. Accordingly, the Final Rejection of 03/16/2004 is believed 
premature. 

It is respectfully urged that restrictions based on the holding of combination and 
sub-combination as pertains to claims 1 and 18-24 be found to be improper and 
withdrawn. 

It is respectfully urged that the Final Rejection be found to be premature and 
withdrawn. 

It is respectfully urged that claims 18*25 be reinstated and given an action on 
their merits. 


Respectfully submitted, 



Flggistration No. 34,056 
McNair Law Firm, P.A. 
P.O. Box 10827 
Greenville, SC 29603-0827 
Telephone: (864) 232-4261 
Agent for the Applicant 


GREENVILLE 188761v1 


